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There is an inclination to retract without disgrace, if that
be possible; and the pretext will be furnished by the ad-
vice of the provincial presidents. It is the more extraor-
dinary that this capitation tax should be so much persisted
in, since, under the reign of Frederick William L, a sim-
ilar attempt was made, and which on the second year was
obliged.to be renounced.

The Prussian army has made a new acquisition, of the
same kind with those by which it has been enriched for
these four months past. I speak of Prince Eugene of
Wurtemberg. He began his career by an excess of lib-
ertinage. He since has distinguished himself in the trade
of corporal-schlag* and by stretching the severity of
discipline to ferocity. He, notwithstanding, has not
acquired any great reputation by these means. He has
lived at Paris, and plunged into mesmerism. He after-
ward professed to be a somnambulist, and next contin-
ued the farce, by the practice of midwifery. These
different masquerades accompanied and concealed the
real object of his ambition and his fervor, which is to
give credit to the sect of the mystics, of whom he is one
of the most enthusiastic chiefs. A regiment has lately
been granted him, which brings him to Berlin. His
fortune will not permit him to live wholly there; but his
situation will allow him to make journeys to that city,
where he will be useful to the fathers of the new church.
Singular, ardent, and active, he delivers himself like an
oracle and enslaves his hearers by his powerful and
ecstatic elocution, with his eyes sometimes haggard, always
inflamed, and his countenance in excessive emotion. In a
word, he is one of those men whom hypocrites and jug-
glers make their successful precursors.

23d, at Noon.

I have just had a very deep and almost sentimental
conversation with Prince Henry.

He is in a state of utter discouragement, as well on
his own behalf as on behalf of his country. He has
confirmed all I have related to you, and all I shall now

* The flogging-corporal; from schlagen, to strike or whip.ss. Instead of the capi-
